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1st African American Catholic Church in the City of Cleveland 
2nd African American Catholic Church in the United States 

St. Adalbert/Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

 

Celebrating 100 Years 

Serving the Fairfax 
African American 

Catholic Community 
Since 1922 

Mass: 11am Sunday 
Weekday Mass During School: Monday: 9am and Thursday: 9am 

Thursday: 6:30pm - Zoom Rosary – Please contact Fr. Gary Chmura  

St. Adalbert School Christmas Program: December 16, 2022 / 6pm 

Confession by appointment only-Please contact Fr. Gary Chmura 

1st Sunday Blessings December 4, 2022 /COMMUNITY MEAL 
2nd Sunday Rosary /December 11, 2022  

3rd Sunday/December 18th, 2022, Thomas Clark Scholarship Collection  
Saturday/December 17th, 2022 -OLP 10am-12noon Community Meal  

Mass Intention: WORLD PEACE/END OF GUN VIOLENCE 

Fr. Gary Chmura, Fr. Andrew Korunas 
The Congregation of the Evangelizing Sisters of Mary 
Saint Adalbert School Campus President: James Smith 

Saint Adalbert School Principal: Jamie Smith 
Parish Council Chair: Irene Morrison 

Parish Finance Council Chair: Phillis Fuller Clipps 

 

Friends and Parishioners requesting prayers:  

Percy Hutton / Pam Watkins / Sidney L. Emmerson/ Hazel B. Emmerson /Annie L. Emmerson /Deacon Shelby 
Friend and Maxine Friend/ Lawrence Garrett / Janet Allen / Moria Clark/ Linda Gamble / Leonard Love /Sr. 
Juanita Shealey, CSJ / Phillip & Phillis Clipps / Tina Crutchfield Williams / Louise Napier / Lorraine Bradley 
/Jason Davis / Ruth Hill / Fr. Gary Chmura / Diane Hunter/ Mark Moliff /Julie Davis/ Pat Young / Clarence 
Williams, C.PP.S / Betty Moise / Carol Sanderall / Chester Walker, Sr. / Delores Jones /Howard Jackson / 
Jimmy Gilmore / Kulura Blount / Star Blount / Robert Butler / Madison Maynard /Doris St. Clair / Perry 
Johnson / Tristan Barnes / Cedric Barnes Jr. / Rudy Thompson, Sr. / Tiffany Skillern / Raymond Goodrum / 
Tom & Cathey Ullom 
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Second Sunday of Advent (Year A) 

 
Background on the Gospel Reading: 
 ...Our Advent preparation for Christmas invites us to consider John the Baptist and his relationship to 
Jesus. In this week’s Gospel, Matthew describes the work and preaching of John the Baptist... [He is] 
preaching repentance and reform to the people of Israel... John directs a particularly pointed call to 
repentance to the Pharisees and Sadducees... [and] marks the conversion of those who seek him out 
with a baptism of repentance... “I am baptizing you with water, for repentance... He [Jesus] will  
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fi re.” (Matthew 3:11). 
 
In this reading, John makes very clear that his relationship to the Messiah yet to come (Jesus) is one of 
service and subservience: “...the one who is coming aft er me is mightier than I. I am not worthy to carry 
his sandals” (Matthew 3:11).  
 
In the context of Matthew’s Gospel, today’s passage is followed by Jesus’ baptism by John, an event that 
is attested to in all four of the Gospels and appears to have been the start of Jesus’ public ministry. John’s 
preaching of the coming of the Lord is a key theme of the Advent season. As John’s message prepared 
the way for Jesus in the first century, we, too, are called to prepare ourselves for Jesus’ coming. We 
respond to John’s message by our repentance and reform of our lives. We are also called to be prophets 
of Christ, who announce by our lives, as John did, the coming of the Lord.  

 
~ Adapted from Loyola Press 

Gospel Reflection questions for us: 
• Am I ready to change? 
• Am I complacent and comfortable the way I am?  
• Am I ready to ask God for help? 
• Who am I following? 
 

Our Parish Rosary Program: Please consider joining us weekly on the Thursday Zoom Rosary with Fr. 
Gary and OLP parishioners and each 2nd Sunday before Mass to pray the Rosary. Each week, please either 
email or text Fr. Gary or Phillis Clipps or drop in the collection basket a slip of paper with the number of 
rosaries you prayed the previous week. Rosaries prayed the week ending December 4: 40 
 
BLACK CATHOLIC HISTORY MONTH /Shepherding Committee- 
Eucharistic Adoration and Rosary prayer services to celebrate Black Catholic History month and the 
Eucharistic Revival Update: We used reflections on the mysteries created in honor of the 
50th anniversary of the Civil Rights movement. We had a wonderful celebration with our four weeks of 
Eucharistic Adoration and Rosary prayers followed by fellowship at our four participating parishes. This 
was a first for us and, with the rich experience we had each week and the very positive responses we 
heard, we are sure we will plan to build on our success as we continue the practice in years to come. 
Thank you to everyone who assisted in making this event amazing and those who attended the 
Eucharistic Revival. 
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Office of Marriage & Family Ministry - The “For Your Marriage” website has practical and helpful 
information for marriages of all ages and stages. The website: < foryourmarriage.org > has articles on 
Intercultural Marriage, Family Life & Parenting, information for those dating or engaged, and multiple 
ways to enrich your marriage. 
 
Marriages of Grace is a 501c3 non-profit organization founded in 2012, with the intent of providing 
ongoing enrichment opportunities to Catholic married couples here in Northeast Ohio. Although every 
Catholic couple is required to take a pre-Cana class before getting married in the Catholic Church, 
there is very little offered to these same couples once they are married, unless they find themselves in 
trouble and in need of counseling. Marriages of Grace seeks to offer couples the resources necessary 
to enrich and strengthen their marriages in a culture that is becoming increasingly challenging to the 
institution of marriage. An annual marriage enrichment day and bi-monthly Cana Nights are the 
primary ways of reaching this goal. More details and information on upcoming events can be found at: 
< https://marriagesofgrace.org >. 
 
Stewardship of the Earth - As Christians, we believe that the earth is entrusted to our faithful 
stewardship. We are not its owners, but its caretakers on behalf of God. How can I be a good 
steward?  
 
Compost it! - Did you know that as much as 25% of the items in your trash could potentially be 
removed from the waste stream and composted in your back yard? Your fruit and vegetable scraps, 
eggshells, coffee grounds, grass clippings, and leaves can all be composted. While composting 
requires more effort than the previously mentioned lifestyle changes, it will provide you with a 
beneficial return on your investment of time and effort. Depending on the conditions, you may have 
compost in 3 to 12 months to use in your garden. You’ll save on fertilizers and if you grow your own 
vegetables, you’ll likely see improved yields. The organic matter will also act as a sponge to absorb 
more water, meaning you might not need to water your plants as much, saving you money and time.  
“We received this world as an inheritance from past generations, but also as a loan from future 
generations, to whom we will have to return it!” - Pope Francis, Quito, Ecuador, July 7, 2015 
 

Parish Advent Revival We welcome Fr. Roy Lee, PhD who was ordained for the Archdiocese of 

Milwaukee and is currently serving as a priest in the Archdiocese of Atlanta who will be our 

preacher/revivalist at St. Agnes + Our Lady of Fatima Parish Advent Revival. Theme: CHRIST CALLS US 

TO BE ONE December 14, 15, 16 at 7pm each night.  
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTION First Sunday of Advent is the 

beginning of our Catholic liturgical year. These next four 

weeks leading to Christmas are a sacred season of 

twofold preparation: first, it is a time of renewal in our 

spiritual lives as we look forward to Christ’s coming again 

at the end of time; second, the Church prepares for the 

festive remembrance of the Nativity of the Lord, when 

God became man out of His great love for each one of 

us! Christians have always been fascinated with Jesus’ 

promise to come back to us. In the early Church, our 

sisters and brothers in Christ thought they would be 

witnessing His coming within their own lifetime. Since 

then, many have speculated when this time will come as 

they point to wars, natural disasters, etc. as signs of His coming. However, our scripture readings of 

this Advent tell us not to waste time with these predictions, rather we are called to move toward 

holiness daily and not be weighed down and distracted by the cares of the world. We can grow in 

holiness by examining our lives, confessing our sins, quieting and disciplining our hearts through prayer 

and meditation, and inviting Christ’s light to shine through our thoughts, words, and interactions with 

everyone around us. In these ways, let us together as a Church family prepare well to enter into the full 

joy of the Christmas season! -Fr. David Domanski 

 

Mission for Peace: Dominicans in Prayer and Action Have you ever wanted to serve alongside Sisters 

and get a taste of what community life might be like in a religious congregation? Join the Dominican 

Sisters of Peace, Jan. 13-15, for a FREE service-oriented and faith-filled program via Zoom, or in person 

at one of these three locations: Columbus, Ohio; Great Bend, Kansas; or New Haven, Connecticut. Visit 

our website at < oppeace.org > to learn more about this Mission for Peace program and to register. 


